Re: Serratia rubidaea Isolated from a Silastic Foam Dressing
We noted with interest and concern the paper entitled "Serratia rubidaea Isolated from a Silastic Foam Dressing" by Drs. Parment, Ursing and Palmer in INFEC-TION 12 (1984) 40-41. The development of red discolouration of silastic sponge due to this unusual pigmentproducing strain of organism is interesting but should not be regarded as a significant development in view of the lack of an adequate sterilising technique for the foam. The authors used 1 in 5,000 chlorhexidine once a day to sterilise the dressing, whereas the recommended regimen is 1 in 200 chlorhexidine used twice daily. Any bacteria will grow readily in any dressing, silastic foam or otherwise, if it is not cleansed adequately. It would be very unfortunate if the unique advantages of silastic foam dressing in many types of wounds were to be disparaged as a result of incorrect usage. Our experience with many thousands of granulating wounds treated with silastic foam dressing has shown categorically that dressings can be kept bacteriologically safe by the use of the very simple, but effective regimen recommended -soaking for ten minutes in a 1 in 200 solution of chlorhexidine followed by a rinse in water before reinsertion into the wound, carried out twice a day. While the growth of the Serratia organism is not of particular importance, the isolation of Staphylococcus aureus from the silastic foam should be regarded with much greater concern. This organism is potentially hazardous, and highlights the need for correct management of granulating wounds and their dressings.
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